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Dressing Up for Halloween Was FUN! 

Left: Is this taking Inter-
cultural Understanding 
too Far?  PEACE Direc-
tor, Richard Page, extends 
a hand of friendship to the 
Alien he encountered  last 
year at the Rich Family 
Tree Nursery and Haunted 
House in Smithville, PA, 
during Fall Harvest Festiv-
ities!   

Right: Natalia Juca (EC) 
reports that she had a 
wonderful Halloween Ex-
perience. She enjoyed 
dressing up with her fami-
ly and friends for Hallow-
een and then they had a 
great party!  She is shown 
here with her friends be-
fore they went out Trick-
or-Treating in Erie, PA.   

   By now, most PEACE Student Ambas-

sadors have had an opportunity to meet 

with their PEACE Representatives and/or 

our Director, Mr. Richard Page, to review 

their handbooks and to clarify the pro-

gramôs expectations  for both students and 

their host families.   

   With over twenty-three years of experi-

ence, Mr. Page and his staff  have learned 

what works and what doesnôt and have 

developed guidelines to help students 

have the best possible experience during 

their stay in the States as PEACE Student 

Ambassadors. 

   ñItôs important to remember that PEACE Director, Mr. Richard Page, conducts an Ori-

entation with Byoung Ho Ryu (KS) and his host family, 

Joel and Cecilia Evans in Wurtsboro, NY.   (Continued on Page 7.) 
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   HERE ARE SOME DATES TO REMEMBER... 

NOV 1 -  All Saints Day- A day to honor all who serve God 
faithfully.  
      

NOV 2 - All Souls Day In Mexico - Dia de los Muertos, or Day 
of the Dead, is a celebration that captures the idea of unity 
between life and death. It started when the Catholic feast of 
All Souls' Day merged with Indian rituals of death after the 
Spanish conquered Mexico in 1521.  
      

NOV 6 - Daylight Saving Time ends at 2 a.m.                                             
      

NOV 8. - Election Day, U.S.A. 
      

NOV 11- Veteransô Day honors servicemen since the end of 
W.W.I - previously called Armistice Day.  
      

NOV 20, 1910 - Mexican Revolution Day to celebrate the end 
of dictators and the start of political parties.  

 17 Jianqiao Li (CN) 

26 Xudong Zhang (CN) 

The holiday feast includes traditional 
American foods, such as wild turkey 
with stuffing, candied yams, corn, 
cranberry sauce, and pumpkin pie! 
Mmmm! 

Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Day is traditionally at-
tributed to the Pilgrims who landed at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts in 1620.  They set aside a day to 
thank God for the bountiful harvest, good health, 
and religious freedom they  enjoyed, even though 
the first winter had proven to be a great hardship.  

The celebration of Thanksgiving Day became an official  
holiday on October 3rd,  1789. The first President, George 
Washington, signed the Thanksgiving Proclamation which 
begins: Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
the Providence  of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grate-
ful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and 
favor - and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their 
joint committee requested me to recommend to the people of 
the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to 
be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many 
signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them 
an opportunity to establish a form of government for their 
safety and happiness. Read the full text of this historic docu-
ment.   
   The date was first set as the 26th day of November.  In 
1863, Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation to set Thanks-
giving as the fourth Thursday in November each year. 

October  November  

 3  Katherine Tenorio (EC) 

12 Kaixuan Ren (CN) 

OCT 12 - (Columbus Day, original date)   D²a de la Ra-
za is the celebration of the Hispanic heritage of Latin 
America.  
      

OCT 11  -  Columbus Day , USA  to honor the man 
commissioned  by Spain to find a shorter route to India.  
Thinking he had indeed been successful in  his quest.  
He named the natives of the region Indians. 
       

OCT 31, 1988 - P.E.A.C.E. was incorporated! 

OCT 31 - Halloween, now associated with mischief-
making and devilment, was originally a blessed 
evening!  All Saints Day  (NOV 1) celebrated by 
Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Anglican 
Churches, is a religious feast day honoring the Virgin 
Mary, all martyrs and saints including those who do not 
have a day dedicated to them on the liturgical calendar.  
Since All Saints Day was known as All Hallows Day, 
then the night before, October 31st, was actually All 
Hallows "Eve" - or now called Halloween. T 

The basic symbols of Halloween are not secular 
inventions, but  come from religious tradition.  The Jack 
O'Lantern, a hollow, lit potato or pumpkin is an Irish 
custom used to warn the Devil that this home is not a 
place he would want to visit. 

Trick or Treating is a custom which began in the 
Protestant Church as an effort to help the poor.  At 
harvest time, the needy could walk from house to 
house to gather food; embarrassed, many refused. So 
begging was called "going-a-souling".  To "pay" for the 
food, the receiver agreed to pray for the family of the 
giver.  The custom soon crossed boundaries of income, 
and the wealthy joined in, leaving gifts they received at 
church to be given to the poor.  Some of us still remem-
ber when we were asked:  òWhat can you do?ò  In order 
to receive our treat we had to sing, play and instrument 
or say a rhyme or poem.  

Costumes and Parades can be traced to the inspiration 
of the Book of Esther and the Feast of Purim.  A 
costume pageant was held at the beginning of All 
Saints' Festival.  In these pageants, the devils, demons 
and witches were always defeated, the Saints and/or 
martyrs were victorious, though gory from persecution.   
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As we  commemorate  the  discovery  of  the Americas and give thanks 

to the early  settlers who  claimed and tamed  this land in  which we 

enjoy  such  blessings of freedom and  prosperity  today, in order to 

appreciate it fully  we should  look  back  to  our  beginnings - to the 

roots that bore for us the tree of liberty. 

 

As every school child knows, it was Christopher Columbus who  paved 

the way for Europeans to come to The New World;  but unknown to 

most is the fact that Christopher Columbus was led by God to take the 

risk. 

 

Years later when English settlers landed in Jamestown their first  act 

was  to erect  a Cross. Before doing anything  else they  dedicated this  

new  land  to Christ. In 1620, in the  first permanent  settlement of  the 

United States, the Pilgrims disembarked the Mayflower. During the 

voyage they made a covenant before God to dedicate their lives in the 

new land to Him. 

 

For the  next half  century, theirs  was a Bible commonwealth where 

their  everyday lives, indeed their  entire existence, was based on the 

Bible. Little did they know that they were sowing the seeds for a free 

republic under God.  William Bradford,  the visionary governor of 

Plimoth, wrote that the new world would be a 'city upon a hill'. [a New 

Jerusalem?!?]  

 

As other  colonies  developed on  the  Atlantic coast of America 

the Christian religion was fundamental to their establishment.  

This is  reflected in their  state constitutions written  nearly a  

century later  after the American War for Independence. Actually 

all 50 U.S. state constitutions invoke  the name of God as  their 

authority with statements such as this: 
 

During the Revolutionary War God repeatedly intervened, preserving a 

new nation founded on His principles. After America's victory against 

Mother England, the delegates to the first constitutional convention 

worked hard to lay a solid foundation for our country, but a hidden 

ideological impasse arose so severe that many actually considered 

dismissing the convention. 

. 
At that time Benjamin Franklin, 81, stood up and said,  

 

After Franklin's speech the framers agreed on the course that our na-

tion should take; and the constitution, with its unique guarantees of 

religious liberty became the law of the land. 

. 

As the new nation grew and prospered and as the settlers moved west 

there were great camp meetings and revivals in the new territories. But 

the strength of the Union and its constitution was put to its severest test 

during the Civil War. President Lincoln said the war was the nation's 

fault for having abandoned God and His principles. 

 

Abraham Lincoln was by no means the only president with a high re-

gard for the Bible and prayer and their importance in our national life. 

Many presidents have had an abiding faith in the God of our Fathers 

and saw in His Book the answers to governing the nation.  Below are 

just a few. 

. 

                         THE SPIRIT OF LIBERTY  

      Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ðII Corinthians 3:17 

"It was The Lord who put in my mind that I could feel His hand 

upon me. For the execution of the journeys to the Indies I did not 

rely on intelligence, mathematics, or maps. It is simply the fulfill-

ment of what Isaiah had prophesied. The fact that the Gospel 

must still be preached in so many lands in such a short time is 

what convinced me."  

ð Christopher Columbus 

"In the name of God, Amen, we whose names are under-

written, having undertaken this journey for the glory of 

God and the advancement of the Christian Faithéé 

                                           ð from the Mayflower Compact 

"Whereas  the glory  of Almighty God and the good of mankind  

is the reason  and end  of  government, and therefore  govern-

ment  in of  itself is a venerable ordinance of God, it is the pur-

pose  of civil government to establish laws which shall best pre-

serve Christian and civil liberty".  

-- from the Pennsylvania Preamble 

"I have lived, sirs, a long time; and the longer I live the more 

convincing proofs I see of this truth - That God governs in the 

affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the Earth with-

out His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise from the 

ground without His aid?" 

"It is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their depend-

ence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their sins and 

transgressions, and to recognize the sublime truth announced in 

the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history - that those nations 

only are blessed whose God is the Lord."  

-- Abraham Lincoln 

 

"It would be impossible to govern without God and the 10 Com-

mandments."  

-- George Washington 
 

"The Bible Is the Rock upon which our republic rests."  

ðAndrew Jackson 

 

"In this Book will be found the solutions to all the problems of 

the World ."  

ð Calvin Coolidge 

 

"The Bible is the Word of Life. I beg you to read it and find out 

for your self. When you read the Bible you will know it is the 

Word of God. You will find it is the key to your own heart, your 

own happiness, and your own duty."   

ðWoodrow Wilson 
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Even though she was a little nervous about understanding 

English, Rosa Gonzalez (MX) has found that her host family 

Robert & Lucinda 

Rissler and everyone at 

Garden Spot HS in New 

Holland, PA, has been 

very kind and helpful. 

What surprised her the 

most when she arrived 

was all the green vege-

tation!  Even though 

Rosa already had the 

opportunity to experi-

ence a fun vacation with the 

Risslers for a week in the Poconos 

including a visit Bushkill Falls, PA, 

and later the Crayola Factory, so far 

her  most memorable experience has 

been experiencing the early snow 

storm in October (see photos left)ð

ñ éIn Monclova Coahuila (it) donËt 

snow like that!ò  Well, as Iôm sure 

everyone told you, Rosa,  it doesnôt 

usually snow like that in October 

here either! 

 

Luoyi ñChristina Chouò Zhou (CN) 
clearly is an intelligent young ladyðshe 

says ñé(Even though) itôs different fromé

China, (life in America didnôt surprise me) 

ébecause I did research before I got 

here.ò  (Something we should all remember 

to do before a major tripé!)  At Vanguard 

HS in Colorado Springs, CO, Christina has discovered that 

she likes doing something that many would find surprising--

reading Shakespeare!  She counts being with her host family, 

Mark and Paula Smith, Homecoming, the Homecoming 

Dance, and her visit to Pikeôs Peak among her most fun and 

memorable experiences so far.  

 
One day after school, Hongli ñHelenò Chen 

(CN) who lives with Juan and Gabriela 

Marquez in Moreno Valley, CA, writes that 

she had a real ñadventure.ò  She and her 

friend took the bus to go home from Citrus 

Hill HS, but they lost their way and ended up 

in another city (Oy!)  Nonetheless, they re-

mained calmé (do you think you could avoid panicking?!!!) 

and began to actually enjoy the scenery and seeing new plac-

es.  Finally, after transferring buses three times, they felt relief 

and happiness when they arrived home safely!  As far as 

school goes, Helen enjoys the fact that the school day ends 

early so she can still have time for other activities like Art 

Club (she really likes drawing) and to just be with her friends.  

The relaxed and free life style is what she will remember 

mostΦ 
    
Sandra Lane, host mother to Aura Escobar 

(VE), reports that not only does Aura have 

wonderful energy and is not shy but also that 

she embraced her brother and sister and 

ñbecame one of usò right from the start!  At 

Quaker Valley HS in Leetsdale, PA, Aura has 

become involved in the Art Club, auditioned 

for the Musical, and is looking forward to participating in 

Winter Guardða competitive Color Guard with flag twirling 

but without the band.  Weôll be looking forward to those pho-

tos of you twirling, Aura! 

 

Natalia Juca (EC) is happy that 

the people around her in Erie, 

PA, are always polite and inter-

ested in her culture and country.  

She has already been in a Theatre 

production at Central tech HS, 

enjoys swimming, and hopes to 

engage in some sports later in the 

year.  At the left is a photo of 

Natalia, right, and her host sister, 

Heaven, and host mother, Heidi Prindle , when then visited 

Niagra Falls, near Buffalo, NY. She says ñIôm having so much 

fun and Iôm feeling everyday I learn new things and try new 

things...I canôt wait for Christmas!ò 
 

Jing Yun Zou (CN) says she really enjoys her school life at 

Layton Christian Academy in Layton, UTðespecially watch-

ing football which makes her ñsuper excited!ò  What surprised 

her the most in coming to the US  is that there are ñtons of 

people from different countries here,ò including in her host 

family.  Her host parents, 

Carl and Debbie Fra-

zier of Layton, UT,  have 

also welcomed exchange 

students from Spain, the 

Czech Republic and 

South Korea.  Jing Yun is 

pictured on the left with  

her exchange ñsisters.ò 
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Jing Yun is 

third from the 

left in this photo 

taken with 

friends on a trip 

this fall to Yel-

lowstone Na-

tional Park.  She 

says, ñA lot of 

Chinese want to 

go there because 

it is so beautiful.ò  She adds, ñWhen I go back to China, I 

will remember the friends I made here.  They helped me a lot 

when I first came here and I want to say it loudly, ñThank 

you so muchðYou are my best friends forever!ò 

 
Juan David Leon (EC), 

right, and Nephtali Calvil-

lo (MX), left, have become 

good friends because they 

both attend  Archbishop 

Walsh HS in Olean, NY.  

PEACE Representative 

Gale Marvin reports that 

both love sports and will be 

playing basketball together 

this winter.  

Ana Monsalve (EC) told 

Mr. Page that sheôs hav-

ing a great time and 

emailed him this photo of 

her with her friends at 

school from her cell 

phone.  Thatôs Ana being 

hugged on the bottom 

left.  Hope you send more 

news next time, Ana! 

 

 

We strive to publish as much as space allows!   

To submit to Mail Bag, send your emails to sarinaberlow3@gmail.com   

Naphtali Calvillo (MX) made a presentation about his home 

country, Mexico, earlier this fall. 

Maria Orellana (EC), center in red 

warm up suit, poses with her friends on 

the basketball team.  Basketball is 

clearly her favorite sport! 

Maria Orellana (EC) and her friend, 

Brittany Bodo, show off their certifi-

cates for participating in Volley Ball 

this fall at Steubenville HS in Steuben-

ville, OH. 

Maria Orellana (EC) is grateful for her 

many friends at Steubenville HS, OHð

they get together often.  What surprised 

her most when she arrived in the US 

was that houses could be open and it 

was not dangerousðWell, that might 

not be true everywhere, Maria.  Better 

to be safe than sorry and lock those 

doors! 


