4-29-11

In light of two emails I just received, it appears two of our students on Hotmail (which many of you use) have had their email "hacked"--i.e. someone got a hold of their email addresses through a mass forward.  Depending on the level of security you have on your computer, if you opened and forward such email, you now may be vulnerable to pop up ads, junk mail, spam, and who-knows-what else!

FYI--Any time I get something that says "This is true!" (I got one that even added, "Really, I checked it on Snopes!") and then asks you to "Forward to your friends and/or everyone in your address book," I resist my first impulse to "protect my friends" (which the perpetrators are relying on) and I ALWAYS check it out first MYSELF on snopes.com that monitors this sort of computer activity.  In this case I put in "Hotmail will cancel your service.." and learned the following:

1. snopes.com: Free E-Mail/Instant Messaging/Social Networking Cancellation Hoax ••• 
Is your free e-mail, IM service, or social networking site overloaded and about to cancel the accounts of users who don't forward or repost an e-mail?
  ...Claim: Your online service is overloaded and is about to cancel the accounts of users who don't forward or repost a particular message: Hotmail...
  ...heading, will be deleted off our server. Please forward this email so that we know you are still using this account. WARNING WARNING Hotmail is...
  ...using their Hotmail accounts. So if you are using your account, please pass this e-mail to every Hotmail user that you can and if you do not pass this...
Fri, 29 Apr 2011 11:26:54 GMT http://www.snopes.com/computer/internet/overload.asp 

In other words, don't be naive.  IGNORE such emails and DO NOT FORWARD!  Better still--CHECK IT OUT ON SNOPES.COM YOURSELF!   This is the best thing you can do to protect you and your friends.

-- 
Sending you Love, Light, and Peace...

Sarina

Sarina Berlow
Public Relations Coordinator
Cell/Mobile Phone: 610-597-0106

P.E.A.C.E.(Pro-American Education And Cultural Exchange Program)
"Uniting the world through our children"

P.E.A.C.E. World Headquarters:
40 Water Street—Suite 700
Voice: 570-277-6621 or 800-377-2232
FAX:   570-277-0607
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