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   Sandra Peiffer in our 

office oversees placement 

coordinators, and working 

with PEACE Area Reps to 

follow our mission ð 

Uniting the World 

Through our Children -- 

one family at a time.                  

If you have visited our 

home page on the internet 

lately, you know weôre a 

g r o w i n g  f a m i l y !   

w w w . p e a c e - i n c . o r g . 
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   On Saturday, March 19th, PEACE Student Ambassadors in the northern tier enjoyed a 

ñcool activityò to celebrate the end of winter and the arrival of spring.  Holiday Valley Ski 

Resort in Ellicottville, NY, offered free skiing to any exchange student, including free rental 

of skis, helmets and free lift tickets.  Since many of our students had written on their appli-

cations that they would like to "learn to ski" as one of their special desires as an exchange 

student, PEACE Representative, Gale Marvin, of Olean, NY, arranged for them to have 

that opportunity.  Paola Diaz's  host mom, Pat Pomeroy, of Coudersport, PA, also chaper-

oned.     (Continued on Page 6ðSpring Skiingð with more photos.) 

PEACE Student Ambassadors celebrated the advent of spring with skiing at Holiday Valley Ski Resort in 

Ellicottville, NY.  Those who participated included Elena Garza (MX), Melisey Alvarez (MX), Yeon Jin Kim 

(KS), Jorge Sarmiento (EC), Estefi Del Pozo (EC), Esteban Carphio (EC), Paola Diaz (VE), Zi (Galeôs son 

from China two years ago), Andrea Pacheo (EC), Jack (Ziôs friend from China) & Simon Zapata (CO).  
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April 1 - April Fools Day  The day we remember what 

we are the other 364 days of the year.  ~Mark Twain 
 

April 13 - Thomas Jefferson's Birthday in 

1743: Surveyor, Architect, Horticulturist, In-

ventor, Author of the 1776 Declaration of 

American Independence from England, Ambas-

sador to  France,  Secretary of State and 3rd 

President of the United States. 
 

April 14, 1931 -  President Herbert Hoover issued a 

proclamation declaring  this date as Pan-American Day.  

Flags are flown over government buildings in all coun-

tries participating in  the Pan American Union.  Citizens 

are also encouraged to  participate by displaying flags 

and celebrating bi-continental  solidarity.  On this day, 

school children learn of other American cultures through 

skits, movies, foods, and other cultural exchange events. 
 

April 18-26 - PassoverðThe eight-day Jewish Festival 

commemorating the Exodus story in which the ancient 

Israelites were freed from slavery in Egypt.  
 

April 22 - Earth Day from Genesis: ñIn the beginning,  

God created the Heavens and the Earth, and entrusted 

man to take care of it.  He gave us rule over the fish in 

the sea, the birds of the air, over the live-

stock, over all the earth and over all the crea-

tures that move along the ground.  Then God 

said, I give you every seed bearing plant on 

the face of the whole earth and every tree 

that has fruit with seeds in it.  They will be yours for 

food."  From this verse we know that stewardship over 

the Earth and all that is in it, was our Creators first com-

mandment to mankind.     
 

April 22 - Good Friday: We reflect on the 

suffering and death of Jesus Christ in atone-

ment for all sinners. 
 

April 24 - Easter Sunday:  Easter com-

memorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

It is the most important Christian festival, 

and the one celebrated with the greatest 

joy. 
 

April 27ðSecretary's Day:  "No one 

who achieves success does  so without 

acknowledging the help of others.  The 

wise and confident acknowledge this help 

with gratitude."  Author Unknown 
 

April 29- Arbor Day  On January 4, 

1872, J. Sterling Morton first proposed a 

tree-planting holiday to be called ñArbor 

Dayò at a meeting of the State Board of Agriculture. The date 

was set for April 10, 1872. Prizes were offered to counties and 

individuals for planting properly the largest number of trees on 

that day. It was estimated that more than one million trees were 

planted in Nebraska on the first Arbor Day. 
 

May 1 - Yom Ha Shoah, Holocaust 

Remembrance Day, is a day set aside 

for all of us to remember the six million 

Jewish victims of the Nazis dur-

ing World War II. (1939-1945) 

and vow to remain vigilant so 

such a genocide can never hap-

pen again.! 
 

May 2 - National Teacher Day.  Remember to thank 

your teachers! 
 

May 5ðCinco de Mayo is symbolic of the Mexicoôs fight for 

self-rule. On May 5, 1862, a small, poorly equipped Mexican 

army defeated a bigger, well-armed French invading army in 

the  town of Puebla, Mexico.  
 

May 6- National Day of Prayer: The National Day of 

Prayer is a vital part of our heritage. Since the first call 

to prayer in 1775, when the Continental Congress asked 

the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation, the 

call to prayer has continued through our history. Call 800-

444-8828 for your Family Prayer Kit.  
 

May 11 - Mother's Day: The 5th Commandment.             

ñHonor your father and your motherò so that you may live 

long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.           

~ Exodus 20, 12   
 

May 19 - Armed Forces Day: Honoring all 

active and reserve military service men & 

women  of all branches of the Armed Forces. 
 

May 30 - Memorial Day Observed: On this 

day we honor those who gave 

their lives that this nation and others might be 

free. We remember the principles and ideals 

on which our country was founded and for 

which they gave their lives. Our founding fa-

thers repeatedly established, in documents, 

their covenant between this country and God. 

Evidence is inscribed on the walls of the me-

morials, monuments, and govern-

ment buildings in Washington, DC.  For democracy 

to work, the level of obedience to the laws of man is 

proportionate to the level of a citizen's feeling of a 

higher accountability to the Commandments of God 

- lest we have anarchy, which would then necessi-

tate tyranny. 
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EVERY YEAR students ask about 

extending their stay  for travel or 

college.  The J-1 visa cannot be 

extended beyond 11 months for ANY 

reason.    
Students who plan to attend college in the United States must 

first be accepted by a college.  (We cannot help you with 

this.) The college accepting you will complete an I-20 form 

visa application to sponsor you as a foreign student at their 

University.  Students must go home and reapply with that I-

20 form to the American Consulate Officer in their country, 

who will issue an F-1 Student Visa (which is different than 

your current J-Visa, which canôt be converted. YOU MUST 

GO HOME.) Colleges can help you with housing and insur-

ance or you can contact BGI, your current carrier, for college 

student plans.  
 

Students may stay beyond the deadline on their visas by an 

additional 30 days without any paperwork by you ða ñgrace 

periodò from U.S. Immigration.  However, PEACE will not 

take flight change requests until after the trip.  

If you extend beyond the contracted time (time on your ac-

ceptance letter from PEACE), you must pay $150 for 1-15 

days or $300 for 16-31 days to cover airlines change fees, 

insurance extensions, visa changes and support service.  
Send a check with a letter from your host and natural parent 

explaining your request. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE OF-

FICE WITH PLANE CHANGE REQUESTS.  YOU MUST 

DO IT BY EMAIL OR FAX. 

TOEFL scores will arrive with the final newsletter, which 

will be mailed at the very end of May.  (Really!) ETS takes 

over 30 days to grade the TOEFL tests and mail the certifi-

cates to us.  PLEASE DONôT CALL to ask your score during 

this time because we wonôt know it. 

If you plan to study here call your prospective college NOW 

to see if they accept Institutional TOEFL (same test, BUT 

administered by an institution like us or a college). If they 

require it be given by ETS directly, (as major universities 

often do) you will have to take it over at your own expense. 

This is usually not required by most foreign universities. 

 

All your trip information was mailed to you.  It had your bus 

stops, room numbers, itinerary and all the necessary form you 

need to be excused from you classes.  Please ask  your teachers 

if there is any makeup work to be done.  Then, HAVE FUN !! 

 

Students who have not graduated want credit for grades earned 

abroad. The requirements are: an official transcript (not a 

report card) school must stamp or emboss it with the official 

school seal, translation to Spanish of your grades at the end of 

the school year,  and then have all notarized.  

 

In Pennsylvania, for certification, send to PA Dept. of State, 

304 North Office Bldg., Harrisburg, PA 17120 with $15 + a 

self addressed return envelope.    
 

In other states you may need to go through the nearest 

consulate of your country  in the  U.S. for the "legalization" 
service.    Call the consulate to find out the fee.  Call 1-202-

555-1212 for Washington, DC information to get  the current 

phone number of your embassy in the U.S.,  who can then help 

you find the nearest consulate. 
 

BRAZIL           Tel: 212-916-3200      New York, NY 10176 

MEXICO          Tel: 215-736-1000     Philadelphia, PA 19106 

COLOMBIA    Tel: 212-949-9898      New York, NY 10017 

VENEZUELA  Tel: 212-826-1660      New York, NY 10022 
 

IF YOU DONôT PLAN BEFORE YOUR DEPARTURE 

DATE YOU WILL NOT BE FINISHED IN TIME, SO 

START NOW.  DONôT EXPECT P.E.A.C.E. OR YOUR 

SCHOOL OR HOST FAMILY TO SPEND $50 FOR 

FEDEX TO SHIP YOUR DOCUMENTS HOME. 
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Return Flight Changes  

TOEFL  Score Returns  

TRIP INFO AND ADDITIONAL FORMS   VISA EXTENSIONS 

All Student Ambassadors will take the TOEFL (Test Of English 

as a Foreign Language) during our Spring Field Trip. 
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September ~  
Maria Aguilera (EC) 

 

October ~ 
Jesus Rodriguez (VE) 

 

November ~ 
Elena Garza (MX) 

 

December ~ 
Fabiola Gonzalez (VE) 

 

January ~ 
Paola Diaz (VE) 

February ~ 
Daniella Gutierrez (EC) 

 

March ~  
Maria Martinez (VE) 

 

April ~  
Silvia Lopez (VE) 

 

May ~  
Ivonne Rojas (MX) 

 

June ~ 
Yewon Suk (KS) 

Students of the Month were chosen based on a combination of factors which weighed grade point average, 

extra curricular involvement including arts, sports, academic clubs, community service, and other activities 

that  show a student to be living up to the ideals of being outstanding Student Ambassadors.  Recommenda-

tions from teachers, Peace Reps, host families and members of the community were also taken into account. 

A  full list of all Awards will be published in the June/July Newsletter. 



Oriana Fernandez (VE) reports that her host parents, 

Kim and Forrest Dains of Waynesburg, PA, have taken 

her camping to West Virginia, and that they are also 

planning a trip to Disney World in Florida this spring!  

Oriana is signed up for softball, enjoys art, and made the 

Honor Roll.  She hopes to be accepted to Miami Dade 

College for the fallðGood luck with that, Orianaé 

 

When Maria Zam-

brano (EC) found 

out that her host dad, 

Gary Fetterhoff of 

Lykens, PA, was the 

coach for girlsô soc-

cer, she had to play!  

She was inducted in 

the Honor Society at 

Williams Valley HS, 

and she also helps out with Bible School.  Included in 

her book of memories from this year will be a wonderful 

trip to the Bahamasé 

 

Not only is Paul Jeon (KS) very good at math and 

whatever he tries academically, but his host mom, Kim 

Wheelock of Binghamton, NY, reports he got involved 

with the drama program at Susquehanna HS and under-

took a major responsibility--handling the spotlights for 

the school play, Annie--and he did an excellent job!  

says, ñPaul is so much a part of our family!ò  Kim said.  

She also pointed out that Paul did a considerable amount 

of work volunteering to do fundraising for the Muscular 

Dystrophy Walk to support a member of the family who 

is living with the disease.  Way to go, Paul!  This is what 

life is all about! 

 

Tao Juntian (CN) also know as ñJ.T.ò Genesee Valley, 

JTôs grades have earned him the honor of Principleôs 

Honor Roll.   He also received an official spot on the 

Varsity Basketball team!  Go #14.  

As of April 1st, the PEACE office had two students 

let us know that they had been accepted to Ameri-

can Universities: Jesus Rodriguez (VE) currently 

at Saucon Valley HS and  hosted by Linda Lee-

wright, Hellertown, PA, was accepted to DeSales 

University, Center Valley, PA, and Silvia Lopez 

(VE) who is now attending Pius X. HS and hosted 

by Robert and Linda Ruggerio of Roseto, PA, was 

accepted to Temple University in Philadephia, PA.  

Congratulations to both of you!  (We hope others 

are receiving acceptance letters as you read this!) 

 

We heard through our PEACE Representative, 

Chalsie Redfoot, that Andres Alvidrez (MX) en-

joys Xbox and is practicing with the Track Team at 

Mercer HS, PA.  Chalsie also reports that Ericka 

Olombrada (VE) tried skiing with the Kennedy 

Catholic HS Ski Club and basketball both for the 

first time loved them both! 

 
Maria Martinez (VE) who is a 

student at A.I. DuPont HS in 

Wilmington, DE, and her host 

sister looked gorgeous for the 

Home Coming Dance. Maria 

also reports enjoying winter visit 

to Central Park in New York 

City and Philadelphia. 

 

Christy Peon (MX) makes 

no secret of her love of the 

snow in this photo with her 

host sister taken late this 

past winter. 

 

Maria 

Paola Aguilera (EC) had 

the thrill of being one of 

the players to mount a don-

key in a Donkey Basket-

ball Tournament this se-

mester!   
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Carito Ruano (EC) says she her 

favorite subject is History of the 

USA.  She also enjoys horticul-

ture, ice skating and going out 

with her friends to see the Pitts-

burgh Pirates play and hear music 

concerts like Jars of Clay. 
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ued from Page 1.) 
 

on the internet lately, youôre missing another great opportunity to 

stay in touch.  Our goal this year is to place 100 students by July 

31.   We need some momentum and we canôt do it without help.   

          For those of you who have enjoyed the experience of hosting 

an exchange student, please consider being a Representative for 

a group of students in your geographic area. Compensation for 

time and expenses is available. f you donôt have a lot of time to 

spare, you can limit the number of students and still be sharing in 

a chance to enrich the lives of these students that you and they 

will always cherish.    

     For more information, email paz@peace-inc.org or call 570

-277-6621 or 800-377-2232. 

 

 

Spring SkiingðContinued from Page 1. 

 

While Simon Zapata (CO) and Andrea Pacheco (EC) 

were "pros" having been part of the Portville School Ski 

Club), seven students had never skied before.   Gale reports, 

ñIt was a cool cloudy day, but the kids had enthusiastic spir-

its.  It took over an hour to get ready (gear & paperwork), 

and then  

another two hours to learn to ski and attempt the "Bunny 

Hill".   Novices tried the big hill with our "pros" the last 

hour or so. another two hours to learn to ski and attempt the 

"Bunny Hill".   Novices tried the big hill with our "pros" the 

last hour or so.  

Simon was an excellent teacher and the others were good 

learners; many fell, tumbled and slid on their fannies...but 

always got up and tried again.!ò  Clearly, it was a fun and 

memorable way to say good bye to winter! 

A Word to the Wise  

About Posting on  

Facebook, Twitter, and Email:  
 

Say it once,  
Forget ité 
Write it once, 

Regret it! 
Remember: Anything you post electronically takes on a life  

of its own and will live FOREVER in cyberspace! 

 

 

 

 
         

            April:  

2 Enrique Reyes (VE) 

26 Simon Zapata (CO)  

 

            May: 

11 Yewon Suk (KS) 

19 Jorge Mediola (ES)  

29 Andrea Pacheco (EC) 

 



  
English Is Such A Crazy Language! 

 

Thereôs no egg in eggplant  

nor ham in hamburger;  

neither apple nor pine in pineapple.   

English muffins werenôt invented in 

England nor French fries in France.   

Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, 

which arenôt sweet, are meat.   

We find that quicksand can work slowly,  

boxing rings are square, and  

a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it 

a pig.   

And why is it that writers write, but fingers 

donôt fing, grocers donôt groce and hammers 

donôt ham?   

If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isnôt the 

plural of booth beeth?   

If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a 

humanitarian eat?   

In what language do people recite at a play 

and play at a recital?   

Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?   

Have noses that run and feet that smell?   

Park on driveways and drive on parkways?   

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be 

the same, while a wise man and a wise guy 

are opposites?   

How can overlook and oversee be 

opposites, while quite a lot and quite a few 

are alike?    

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of 

a language in which your house can burn up 

as it burns down,  

in which you fill in a form by filling it out, 

and  

in which an alarm clock goes off by going 

on.   

And that is why, when I wind up my watch, 

I start it, but when I wind up this essay, I 

end it!  

 

1 tablespoon yeast (one 

pkg) 

4 and 3/4 cup flour 

3 lightly beaten eggs 

melted butter 

ham, diced, cut into long, thin strips, or deviled               

 
Pre-heat oven to 350-375o F 

 

1. Put yeast, a small amount of water and 1/2 cup 

warm water into a small container.  Let rise for 

10 minutes or so.   

2. In a large glass bowl, combine the sugar, salt, 

oil and milk.  Add the flour and knead until 

everything is mixed.   

3. Then add the eggs and keep kneading.   

4. Finally, add the yeast mixture and stir until the 

mixture has a consistent texture.   

5. Cover the mixture with plastic wrap (or stick in 

a plastic bag) and let it rise in a warm place for 

two hours.   

6. Knead the dough again, and then divide it into 

four equal parts.  Work with one part at a time.   

7. Roll each part of the dough into a 10 inch circle 

using a rolling pin.  Cut the flattened dough into 

8 triangles, as if you were cutting a cake.  

8. Place ham in the widest part of each triangle.  

Then roll up each triangle, beginning at the 

widest part and rolling towards the point of the 

triangle.   

9. Place the wrapped-up ham on a cookie sheet or 

pan, with the point folded underneath so it 

doesn't come unrolled.   

10. Cover the rolls with plastic and let rise for one 

hour in a warm place.   

11. Brush melted butter on each roll, bake for 15 

minutes or until light golden.  

12. Remove from oven and brush with either a  

13. mixture of water and sugar or with an egg 

white.  Return them to the oven until they are 

golden brown.   
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Cachitos de jamon  
A Venezuelan Treat for your 

leftover Easter ham 

1/2 cup sugar 

1 teaspoon salt 

1/2 cup vegetable oil 

1 cup milk 
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A Prayer for the People of Japan... 

Lord, I want to say THANK YOU... 

Because today I woke up  

and knew where my loved ones were... 

Because this morning my house was standing... 

Because this morning I'm not crying  

for my children, my husband, my parents, 

my brother or sister who need to be rescued  

under a pile concrete...  

Because this morning I 

 can drink a glass of clean water... 

Because this morning  

 I am not planning a funeral... 

And above all... 

I thank you Lord I'm still alive!  

And I have a voice to pray 

for the people of Japan... 

Lord, I pray to you... 

The one who makes the impossible possible... 

The one who transforms darkness into light...  

I beg you to give strength  

to those mothers, fathers and children  

who are suffering...  

To give them the Peace  

that surpasses any understanding... 

To open the streets for help to arrive...  

 To provide doctors, nurses,  

 food, water and intellectual know-how  

to provide them everything they need... 

No one is free from unexpected catastrophe.   

Pass on this prayer  

So we can all continue to pray together  

for the people of JAPAN.  

Submitted by Maria Paola Aguilera (EC) 

 Please Hold in Your Prayers... 
Terry Page,  

Danny Page  
(Our Directorsô, Richard & Terry Pageôs son)  

Bernie Berlow (Peace Rep) and  

all members of our PEACE family who  

are ill or going through a difficult stage  

in their lives. 

   If God brings you to it,  

  He will bring you through it.  

Happy moments, praise God.  

Difficult moments, seek God.  

Quiet moments, worship God.  

Painful moments, trust God.  

Every moment, thank God !  

 

Remember:  

 


