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Merry Christmas — Feliz Navidad

Dear Students, Families & Friends of P.E.A.C.E.,

We are now in the season of Advent, and it gives us time to ponder what it must have been
like for Mary and Joseph as they traveled to Bethlehem, the City of David. As required by
law, families had to go to their CZV of birth to register. It must have been a big hassle getting
together all the things they needed for the trip. Not unlike our exchange students getting
their things ready for their trip. Thank goodness our students didn’t have to arrive here by
donkey! Nor did they have to go door to door seeking shelter, only to be told there was no
room. Maybe as we think of this, we should be very thankful for the families who made room
for them in their hearts and in their homes.

Let’s take some time to think about those shepherds as they were settled in for the night.
Their chores are done, the sheep are taken care of, and it is their time to relax by the _gre.
Then out of nowhere, this angel appears and tells them that a Savior is born in a stable in
Bethlehem and they should go and welcome him. After getting over the shock of seeing an
angel, did they begin to wonder if they had imagined it as if it were as dream, but then how
would all of them have the same dream? Did they worry about who will take care of the
sheep if they leave them alone, or do they take the sheep with them so like any good shepherd
they could watch over them? Can we think of ourselves as one of those shepherds? Would
we listen and hear the angels beckoning us to open our hearts and welcome our Savior who
is Christ, the Lord. Would we answer a resounding “Yes”’?

Last, but not least, are those three wise men. Think about the three wise men as they
§azed at the sky and saw that wondrous new star in the heavens. Can we picture that star
eading them as it did to the birthplace of our Savior, Jesus Christ? ~ What happened in the
day time when they couldn’t see the star? Did they give up and go home? No, they followed
that star where it lead them, and then bowed down and adored the Child who is Christ, the
Lord. Now it is our turn to follow our star. If we can think of that star as being our faith, it
will also lead us to our Savior, Jesus Christ. The light from that star may grow dim if we
stray from our path, but it is always there and it is like a beacon in the darkness to lead us
back to the right path. Just as Christ is there to bring light to our lives as we worship him.

As the year 2010 comes to a close, we look forward to the new year with hope. Hope
that our world will be once again peaceful; hope that all families will be bound more closely
together through faith; and hope that our children may reach their objectives though
di?igence. Let us realize that it is only in the reflective glory of God that we can shine. Let us
ask God to grant us the grace to accept what comes our way with the knowledge that through
His love we can accept any of the hardships we encounter and overcome them. As we get
lg}clzdy to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we would like to wish all our of you a very Merry

ristmas.

—The Officers and Staff at P.E.A.C.E.
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‘TIS THE SEASON TO REMEMBER

December 2, 1823: Congress enacted the Monroe
committing the United States to help our neighbdterdadae of
Presidents Monroe and Jefferson: that all American repub
enjoy blessings of liberty and justice under God.

D December 15, 1791: The Bill of Rights officially
became amended to the U.S. Constitution.

jCco rrminn

CDecember 21, 1769: In remembrance of the Pilgrims who
penned the Mayflower Compact, a day was instituted is

December 8 ~ Feast of the Immaculate Conception. MagjeWdted as Forefathers’ Day. For the first 100 years of

chosen by God to be the mother of Jesus who is Christ ou

I b@FGhation this day was honored in much of America and is

HANUKKAH—More than 150 years before the birth of
Christ, word of another apparent miracle occurred which
inspired the Jewish celebration of Hanukkah (sometimes

known to be a forerunner of the Thanksgiving Day
tradition. It influenced the absorption of the Pilgrims as the
symbol of Thanksgiving after President Abraham Lincoln
reinstituted our day of national reflection in 1863.

spelled Chanukah). At the end of a three year war with
Syria which resulted in the destruction of the Holy Temple
in Jerusalem, Jews led by Judah Maccabee returned to their
Holy Temple to relight the Ner Talmid (the Eternal Light),
however, they found only enough consecrated oil to provide
one day’s light. As the story goes, miraculously, the lamp
remained lit for eight days - the exact time required to make
fresh oil.

Today, celebration of this relatively
minor Jewish holiday which celebrates
rededication to one’s Jewish values has
achieved wider observance primarily due
~to it’s proximity to Christmas. At
sundown, Jews around the world use a
shammash/a servant candle to light one
candle of an eight-branch candelabra

e

called a Hanukkiah/a Hanukkah menorah, adding an
additional candle each night until there are candles lit to
commemorate this miracle on the 8th day. This is usually
followed by eating latkes/potato pancakes or other foods
fried in oil. (Israelis enjoy popcorn or making Sufganeot/
small Israeli Donuts.) Children also enjoy playing a game
called Dreidle/spinning a four sided top. The letters on
each side to remind them that “A Great Miracle Happened
There!”

People of all religions can find meaning in Hanukkah as
it is recognized as the first fight for religious freedom ever
recorded. This year, Hanukkah begins the night of
December 1st and lasts through the December 9th.

CHRISTMAS - DECEMBER 25th: 2000
years ago, in Bethlehem, a miracle child was born
to the Virgin Mary. That Child, Jesus, was God
become Man. Imagine the glorious star which
glowed in the sky that holy night, leading the

wise men bringing gold, frankincense and myrrh.

In the early celebrations of Christ’s Nativity people seldom
exchanged gifts, but St. Nicholas, patron saint of children,
who made presents for children in German orphanages, is
identified with the beginning of our modern traditions. (See
story on page 5.) Complaints against commercialization of
Christ’s birthday began soon thereafter, however. In 1659 the
Puritans ruled that celebrating Christmas was a crime. In
1711 Boston Pastor Cotton Mather gave his congregation a
lecture against mad mirth, long eating, hard drinking and rude
reveling. In the 19th century people gave each other
handmade gifts, but as folks became more urban, store-bought
gifts predominated. Harriet Beecher Stow lamented “Oh,
dear, Christmas is coming in a fortnight and I’ve got to think
up presents for everybody!”

When you have children, the greatest gift you can give
them cannot be wrapped in pretty paper and placed under a
tree. It is your love and companionship. Give them faith in
God, in family, and in themselves. These are gifts that will be
treasured long after the tinsel and toys are forgotten. Christian
family life is the bulwark and strength of our republic; once
given, it is a gift to both giver and recipient forever.

Dec. 26, 1492: The first Spanish settlement in the New World
founded by Columbus at La Navidad, now Haiti.

Dec. 28, 1945: Congress officially recognized the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag of the United States.

Dec. 29, 1851: The first American Young Men's Christian
Association (YMCA) was organized in Boston.

December 12 is a special holy day for Mexicans, the
anniversary of the appearance of the Virgin Mary to the
peasant Juan Diego. In 1531, Juan, a Christian-converted
Aztec Indian, was visited by the Virgin and told to ask a local
bishop to build a new church on a hilltop near Mexico City. In
response to his request for a sign of proof, upon Juan Diego’s
next meeting with Bishop Zumarraga, the miraculous image
of the Virgin Mary appeared on the cloak of Juan Diego. This
Tilma hangs on display in Mexico City today.

Dec. 31, 1783: The import of African slaves was banned by
all of the Northern states.

NEW Y E AR & $MangEMukches mark the last night of
the year with special Masses or Watch Night services. Some
Eastern Rite churches move everything outside: pews,
kneelers, prayer books, icons and altar cloths. The church is
cleaned, then refurnished as worshippers gather for the
midnight service. This custom reminds us that the New Year
should be a clean slate, a time of new beginnings and of
spiritual renewal.
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NEW Y EAROG:3f yid’AeYa good-looking guy,
you’d be much in demand early on New Year’s Day
among Irish or Scots who welcome any visitor of that
description as their first guest of the year. According to
an old Gaelic tradition, the “first foot” brings good luck
into the home for the entire year. The New Year’s baby
tradition began when ancient Greeks in about 600 B.C.
paraded a newborn at the festival of the god Dionysius to
symbolize the rebirth of nature. Today, football fans
settle down with TV remotes and bowls of munchies to
surf between the games. If you gain weight over the
holidays, you’ll probably be saying the dreaded “R”
word: Resolutions!  Since most of us break our
resolutions within a week, psychologist recommend
telling others to keep you more committed.

E-mail us your New Year’s resolutions

Jan. 1,
Lincoln.

1863: Emancipation Proclamation by Abe

Jan. 5, 1521: Martin Luther excommunicated from the
Roman Catholic Church; led to Protestant Reformation.

Jan. 5, 1990: After 10 days under siege, Manuel Noriega
of Panama surrendered to the U.S. in Vatican embassy.

Jan. 15,1929: Birthday of slain civil rights leader and
Christian minister, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. His
peaceful but resolute protests led to the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and desegre-gation in business and public
places.

Jan.. 18,1535: Lima Peru founded by Francisco Pizarro

Jan. 24,1908: First Boy Scout troop organized by Sir
Robert Baden-Powell, a general in the British Army.

(Information received through November 30, 2010)

Congratulations! We are SO proud of you!

Maria Paola Aguilera (EC) Ana Moncayo (EC)

Nelly Cantu (MX) Erika Olombrada (VE)
Diomer Casanova (VE) Grecia Palomo (MX)
Valentina Claro (CO) Cristina Peon (MX)
Andrea Feican (EC) Ivonne Riojas (MX)
Elena Garza (MX) Adriana Rivas (VE)
Juan Granda (EC) Jesus Rodriguez (VE)
Daniela Gutierrez (EC) Yewon Anna Suk (KS)
Omar Hernandez (MX) Lisseth Torres (EC)
Fiorella Lanza (VE) Zhiying Yu (CN)
Miguel Lugo (VE) Jimei Zhang (CN)

P. S . If your name should have been on the First Semes
Honor Rol |l é.to get, plkaserengindi
your Guidance Counselor at school or your host parents t
send a copy of your report card to us here ab Bidx€&sed
to Karyn Brennan either by Fax2BA0B07, email:
kbrennan@peaice.org, or snail mail: PEACE, 40 Water
New Philadelphia, PA 17959.
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1/8 Katrina Cojbasic

1/14 Fabiola Gonzalez (VE)
1/14 Sam Mason (US)

1/21 Rafael Belouche (VE)
1/25 Jorge Sarmiento (EC)
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olhe Noche Before Christmas?o
by Thom Sword & THE REAL SAINT NICHOLAS
Fernando Montalvo

(DeC. 1993) When Christmas displays are erected on public grounds across the
nation, they typically must include a secular element in order to
achieve legal requirements. In effect, a manger scene must include
a depiction of Santa Claus or Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer
before it passes constitutional muster.

éTwas the noche before
Christmas
and all through the casa
we were making tamales
and were covered with mas

However, Christians can utilize this regulation to bring about a
positive result. I encourage parents and grandparents to tell
children the true story of Saint Nicholas - Santa's namesake -
whenever they see a manger scene that includes a portrayal of
Santa in the setting.

The kids were asleep Saint Nicholas was born into a wealthy family about 350 miles

in their nice warm camas ; northwest of Bethlehem in the fourth century. He was a man who

loved children and his neighbors; he spent his life privately giving

The.y looked very F’Ute Y gifts to the unfortunate. These acts of Christian charity - usually

wearing Batman pajama ) : made secretly - probably led to the policy of exchanging gifts
- during the Christmas season.

The history of Nicholas is blurry but there are many legends
by the chi associated with the man. Apparently after his parents died, he
y the C Imney con inherited their fortune and chose to distribute it to the needy. Most
cuidado, famously, he lobbed bags of gold through the windows and down
hoping that Santa the chimneys of three sisters who had no dowry to allow them to
marry.

The stockings were hu

Then suddenly we hear a cra

against the pared! Soon, Nicholas became Bishop of Myra, the city where he

RGN N - N e NImE preached. Ted Olsen, assistant editor of Christian History at

venados! | Bl Christianity Today, wrote that "it wasn't long before Diocletian and

: Il Maximian began their persecutions of Christians, and the new

bishop was imprisoned." However, when Constantine assumed

emperorship, Nicholas was released with many other persecuted
We heard him climb upf believers and he returned to preaching.

to the top of the techo
nd down fFl? m the chimn After his release, Nicholas became a defender of the faith against
a 0 0 ) € C_ y Arianism, a heretical doctrine which asserted that Christ was not
came Santa in rojo! the Son of God, but a being nurtured by God the Father to the
position of Son of God. Saint Nicholas reportedly traveled to the
He staggered so slightly, Council of Nicea and actually slapped Arius in the face in defense

because of concussion of the Gospel of Christ.

MR (o] (o[ ]I Mo =B o]N]gl¢ There are also dubious and debated elements to the ambiguous
|l 6m surpris legend of Nicholas, but it appears to be quite clear that this was a
man who attempted to convey the love of Christ in his life.

Mr. Olsen added, "When the Reformation came along, his
following disappeared in all the Protestant countries except
Holland, where his legend continued as “Sinterklass.” Martin
Luther, for example, replaced this bearer of gifts with the Christ
Child, or, in German, Christkindl. Over the years, that became
” and ironically is now considered

. ) : Our cute little Santa

EUNRNICUISISCIWE  \\ith his little round panz

He called to his venado.: went back to the roof:
fiOn Dasher! On Dancet|

Y otr o! " pronounced “Kriss Kringle,

' another name for Santa Claus."

AnMerry This Christmas, if you see a public créche that includes a depiction
he shouted, of Santa, share the real story of Saint Nicholas. This is a way in

as he flew into the cielo L which to use a disagreeable situation for good. And you can rest
~ assured that if enough people start recounting the story of Saint

ANext year Nicholas, the ACLU will probably panic and start bringing cases to

ldn staying home
and sending

ban Santa from the public square.

—Rev. Jerry Falwell, Lynchburg, VA, 2006
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Recipe Corner:

Christmas Cutout Sugar Cookies
Recipe courtesy Lynn Krikorian

Ingredients

4 cups sifted all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder

1 1/2 cups sugar

2 eggs

3/4 cup butter (1 1/2 sticks)

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
Colored Icing, recipe follows

o m——
3 §
Y 1

3

Directions

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

In a bowl, stir together flour and baking powder. In another
bowl, beat butter with sugar until fluffy and light. Beat in
eggs and vanilla. Stir in flour mixture, a third at a time to
make a stiff dough. Divide dough into 4 pieces. Roll out a
portion of cookie dough to 1/4 inch thick. Cut out shapes
using cookie cutters. Place on lightly greased or nonstick
cookie sheets. Bake until lightly golden, about 10 minute,
rotating baking sheet halfway through cooking time. Cool
completely on pans about 5 minutes, transfer to cooling racks
and cool completely before decorating.

Colored Icing:

1/2 cup confectioners’ sugar

1 1/2 tablespoons water

3 to 4 drops food coloring, plus more as needed
Colored sprinkles, optional

In a small bowl, mix sugar and water to form a thick, smooth
icing. Stir in food coloring to reach desired shade. Drop icing
onto cookies using a small teaspoon and smooth with the
back of the spoon. Make additional bowls for additional
colors.

Additional multi-colored sprinkles can be added on top of
icing before it dries for more decorative cookies, if desired.
Makes 24 cookies

Easy Potato Latkes (German Potato Pancakes for Hanukkah)

2 eggs 6 medium potatoes, peeled and
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour  shredded

1/4 teaspoon baking powder 1/2 cup finely chopped onion
1/2 teaspoon salt 1/4 cup vegetable oil

1/4 teaspoon pepper

1. In a large bowl, beat together eggs, flour, baking
powder, salt, and pepper. Mix in potatoes and onion.
2. Heat oil in a large skillet over medium heat. In
batches, drop heaping tablespoonfuls of the potato
mixture into the skillet. Press to flatten. Cook about
3 minutes on each side, until browned and crisp.
Drain on paper towels. Enjoy topped with apple
sauce or sour cream.

Top: Grecia Palomo (MX),
shown on the far left, enjoyed i
carving pumpkins with her %
host family, the Flicks, in
Leechburg, PA.

N !
I

Above, left: Nelly Cantu (MX) on the right had fun dressing up

with friends for Halloween in Bendersville, PA. Above right: So
did Elena Garza (MX), in Angelica, NY, and...

Maria Paola Aguilara (EC)
pictured on the left of this picture
trying on oversized funny glasses
with her friend from O’Neil High
School in Walton, NY.

Below: PEACE Representative,
Gale Marvin, organized a series of

events for PEACE Students near the northern Pennsylvania/New York border
the weekend before Thanksgiving to welcome two new students to the group.
Shown here at a Chinese Buffet, the seven PEACE students are Andrea
Pacheco (EC), Juan José Granda (EC), Esteban Corphio (EC), Fabiola

Gonzalez (VE), Pao
Diaz (VE), and Mateo
& Sim6n Zapata
(CO). Our two guest
exchange students
were Alto of Paraguay

and Dennis of
Russia. Gale reports,
“It was lots of fun!”



http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/extracts/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/dough/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/food-coloring/index.html

Left: Maria Paola
Aguilera (EC) got
into the Spirit of the
Season by
participating in a
Choir program in
Walton, NY.

Below: Grecia
Palomo (MX),
center, with her
sisters making faces;
Such pretty girls!

With an eye
for studying
engineering,
J e s us
Rodriguez
(VE) is \ N
already ~ 1 Chérsne?
thinking ki |
beyond  his
year with
PEACE and

making plans to apply for college here in the United
States. Earlier this fall, he had the opportunity to tour two
schools in the Lehigh Valley—Lehigh University in
Bethlehem and Lafayette College in Easton. Since you
are consistently at the top of class, Jesus, the odds are in
your favor—Good luck!

Have you ever tried to see
all the intricacies of a snow
flake? Jesus did when he had
his first experience of snow
on Thanksgiving Day! An
unusually early snow storm
blanketed parts of
Pennsylvania including
Easton, PA. Just don’t go
cross-eyed!

Dan McClary, the
chief English
teacher at
International
House, Denver,
PA, is pictured
here with Patricio
Silva (EC) who
has been enjoying
the opportunity to

have some s Ve,
individual i
one-on-one

English coaching.

Yewon “Anna” Suk (KS), left, and Adriana Rivas (VE), right,
are happily living with the same host parents, Marty & Diane
Bulbulka, of Easton. Both have become involved with the arts at
Easton Area HS. “Anna” enjoys art and plays violin in the school
orchestra and Adriana’s craft project was submitted to the
Artsonia.com student art website. (See more in box below.)

"Rust Printed Identity
Banners" (pictured right) was the
title of Adriana Rivas’s (VE) craft
project that was selected to
compete for Artist of the Week at |
Astsonia.com early in November.
According to Ms. Melissa
Woodland , instructor of the

“Contemporary Craft Class” at Easton HS, Adriana created this
rust print on white silk by putting bleach on metal to rust it and
then using the metal to print on the silk. She then used hand
stitching to enhance the design. Inspired by her love of tennis,
Adriana’s interpretation of this piece envisions “a tennis ball
whizzing by on fire!” Pretty impressive, Adriana!

L A ot L S A e T Ly TR L e S LA R L SR WS N L
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GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge,
piety, and fear of the Lord. They belong in their fullness to Christ, Son of David.
They complete and perfect the virtues of those who receive them.
They make the faithful docile in readily obeying divine inspirations

A LA SR L e A R
The Twelve Days of Chr/stm%

%

D A ST, LS DPISCRONT T RN

The Mysterious Christmas Carol

(from www.unitychurchharrisburg.com.)

There may be one Christmas Carol that has always baffled you. What in the world do leaping lords, French hens,
swimming swans, and especially the partridge who won't come out of the Pear tree have to do with Christmas? Well
here is the answer!

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone
during that era wrote this Carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels of meaning: the surface
meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. (Many texts of Christianity were written this
way.) Each element of the Carol has a codeword for a religious reality which the children could remember.

Oﬂe. The partridge in the pear tree was Jesus Christ...
TW O. iurtle doves were the Old and New Testament.
Thl' €. Tiench hens stood for faith, hope and love.
F our. = £alling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

They are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy

SIX » sgeese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.

Se VeNsiwans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of The Holy Spirit --
prophesy, serving, teaching, exhortation, contribution, leadership, and mercy.

Elght. »maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.

N/ne. «sladies dancing were the nine fruits of the holy spirit -- 1
ove, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

en. derds a-leaping were for the Ten Commandments.
E/e Ven.pi.pers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples.
TW 6/ VE@drummers drumming symbolize the twelve points of the Apostles' Creed.

%
i
; -
Fl ve.. «golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Old Testament.
L
4‘%
i
%

Now you can sing this Christmas Carol with a new level of spiritual meaning!
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Remember in y DT
Remember those far from theer famdlies in senuice to thein country...
Pray for all these for whom this o wot a Joyous family occasion. ..
Pray that the Foly Spnit will buing peace and healing to theor hearts. ..
Way they ject the infinite lave and warmth that ouly God can give then...

Also Pray for Mrs. Page...

We ask that you hold in your prayers Terry Page,
wife of our Director, Richard Page, and Co-
founder of P.E.A.C.E. May she continue to
experience renewal of body and spirit on the

Terry Page,
path to a full and complete recovery. PEACE. Cosfounder

Tentative dates for

The Holiday Season is a time for reflection and remembrance, [as well as Our Sp”ng Trlp-
celebration. Some exchange students feel a little melancholy as they
think of their loved ones back home and Christmases past. Do| not malgaturday April 16. 2011. to

too much of this. It is a normal reaction. Thursday, ApriI 21’ 2011

It is PEACE Polmgtto allow our Student Ambassadors to go home (or Back Up Plan:
to the border) for a family reunion over the Holid@gletwraking an Easter Monday, April 25, 2011, to
fAmericano Christmas holiday| with yS%tHr&ay,Kbﬁl%OFéOl amily ils o

highlights of your experiences here! Your host parents can ipvite your

parents to visit i f they wigh, Mag}}bfyou@lakfeeo&rf’agcingqxlﬁeﬂ tHetSprir{E pike |t he
Independent student travel is not allowed at any time fort any reas@niy, wiil be. While our itinerary is still being finalized,
we want to let you know the tentative schedule as early
as possible so you can plan to be available for the Spring
Field Trip on the above dates.

More details will be available in a future issue of
PERSPECTIVES DE PAZ. Until then, get high on
. - antjcipation!

Youbve hear dhink glaballyed adt sl oveg &adpd ly . 0

youol | s h ow derbaen igiven thdping locallyas || | )ho u, . .

volunteers, collectors or food donors for your comausity food A Reminder in the NaugBtilice Department:
pantries, can drives or soup kitchens. Now you can do spmefH{fENts are reminded that the Spring Field Trip is not a
globallytoo. Sponsors of a new web sitew.thehungersite.com| 9 r}lt 2 %Il’”"’legen a” I Iwg ir gb foir c ac? (
make donations of food to the U.N. World Foo@/WAF&jptbu can eI @rieEla ey =iy USRIl sy (ol Gl

visit the site and clickneke your free donation once dalifyyoue- g][nbgjrs%geo!)gg.;gate andnyguuvgllhe?ﬁ;y (})BES(Ttgn;a daki

mail your friends about it, the more hits, the more food qorpg{g§€irouble or flunking any class) and you N@IT
sponsors will donate. go...ltdéds YOUR choice!




